antiseptics has brought about in childbed mortality. The It was that there was no necessity for making vaginal douching a routine practice after delivery. Very many of them could say, like a former speaker, that their record of mortality in puerperal cases was nil. In maternity hospitals elements occurred which did not appear in general practice. He was quite of opinion that in simple uncomplicated cases the uterus and the vagina also were perfectly capable, by the power inherent in their tissues, of getting rid of all their own post-partum secretions, which in healthy women were innocuous; and they should regard it as a shame, and highly culpable, to be the means of introducing anything septic. The vagina was not a rigid tube, but possessed the power of mechanicovital action, and did not depend upon gravitation alone for removal of its contents. He had no hesitation in using the douche, however, when manipulative interference was necessary, whether by instruments or the hand.
The President said that this was one of the most interesting discussions which had taken place since he had joined the Obstetrical Society. He was not aware that they had ever had such a large gathering of the Fellows, and the varied character of the discussion made it of peculiar value. A special feature had been the expression of opinion on the part of the country members, embodying, as it did, the results of extensive practical experience. The discussions in the Society were apt to be too rigidly scientific, and they welcomed all the more one like this of practical utility, and the contributions of those who looked at things from the practical standpoint. The In closing the discussion he thanked the country members for the way in which they had availed themselves of the change of hour so as to be present on this occasion, and expressed the hope that this would be only the first of many similar gatherings.
After the discussion the Fellows dined together as guests of the President, and a most enjoyable evening was spent.
